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2023 BUCA TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP

Sunday 26th February, 2023
Chief Organiser: Alex Holowczak – alexholowczak@gmail.com
http://www.bucachess.org.uk
Hybrid Tournament

The tournament will be played as a hybrid tournament. Each university should play from their own University, with all players gathered in one room. BUCA will appoint one or more arbiters to be present at each university’s venue to ensure fair play. The tournament will be played on Tornelo – more information will be provided on set up for this closer to the tournament. The minimum camera requirement is that the room will have one camera connected to a Zoom call. It is not necessary for each player to individually connect to Zoom. The central arbiting team will communicate with each arbiter at each venue.
Schedule
Technical Meeting
Monday, 20th February

1930

Tournament

Sunday, 26th February
Round 1
1000
Round 2
1115
Round 3
1230
Round 4
1345
Round 5
1500

Round 6
1615

Round 7
1730
Time Limit & Rating: The time control will be 15 minutes plus 10 seconds per move. The tournament will be ECF Rapidplay rated on the OTB list.
Pairings & Results
Teams will be allocated to groups of 8 based on their initial ratings. No more than two teams from the same University will be entered into the same group. Each group will be played as a Round Robin. The bottom group will be played as a Swiss system competition if the number of entries is not conducive to it being played as a Round Robin. Group 1 will be the Championship, Group 2 will be the Plate, Group 3 will be the Bowl and Group 4 will be the Shield.

Each team will earn 2 matchpoints for a win, 1 matchpoint for a draw, and 0 matchpoints for a loss. If a team in the Swiss receives a bye, then this shall count as a drawn match. The team with the most matchpoints at the end of the tournament shall win.
If two or more teams are tied on matchpoints, then the tie will be split as follows: (i) Gamepoints (ii) Direct Encounter (iii) Direct Encounter – Board Count (iv) Direct Encounter – Board Elimination (v) Sonneborn-Berger (Matchpoints) (vi) Sonneborn-Berger (Gamepoints). The tie-breaks for the Swiss will be announced later if there is one.
Player Eligibility

All students progressing towards an academic qualification at a Higher Education Institute (HEI) are entitled to play for a team. The team itself must be from a HEI that is a member of BUCA. This competition is open to all players regardless of citizenship or FIDE registration.

Number of Players

Universities may field as many teams as they wish. into each of the Championship, Plate and Bowl sections. Each team is composed of four players. Reserves are permitted; squads have no limit in size.
Registering a squad of Players: Universities must register a squad of players in descending rating order. Variances to this within the squad are permitted within a 100-rating point tolerance. Players must then play in that position within their squad for the duration of the event. For example, if a University registers 8 players for its squad, then the player registered fourth will always play on board 4 for the University 1st team, and the player registered fifth will always play on board 1 for the University 2nd team. Note: Squads of split strength are not permitted. When you have submitted your entry, you will be emailed a username and password, as well as instructions as to how to register your players directly via our website. Teamlists for each round must be submitted at least 30 minutes before each round, regardless of whether or not the pairings for that round are published.
Ratings to be Used: Captains may choose, on a player-by-player basis, a player’s national or international standardplay or rapidplay rating when registering their players. Players without any of these ratings will be given an estimate by BUCA to be used for the purpose of this tournament.
Entry Fee: £30 per team.
Entries received after Monday, 13th February will incur a further late fee of £20. Accommodation cannot be guaranteed after this date. Team lists may be modified after this date.

BUCA Membership: All Universities that field teams must be BUCA Members. BUCA Membership for the 2023/24 season is £20.
Appeals Committee: An Appeals Committee of three will be formed, the members of which will be published at the event. Volunteers to be on this Committee are welcome. 

Entries: Entries should be e-mailed to Alex Holowczak at alexholowczak@gmail.com. No entry will be accepted without payment of the relevant entry and membership fees. Information for transferring the fees will be provided upon receipt of a completed entry form.
